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FAA releases test version 
of pilot records database 


Hiring resource meets 
Flight 3407 provision 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - A federal pilot re- 
cords database - aimed at preventing 
airlines from making hiring mistakes 
-began to take shape Thursday, seven 
years after Congress called for such 
an online resource in aviation safety 
legislation passed in response to the 
2009 crash of Continental Connection 
Flight 3407 in Clarence. 

The Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion released its test version of the pi- 
lot records database, which will be- 


come the airlines’ first one-stop-shop 
for searching federal records on indi- 
vidual pilots. 

The agency hopes to eventually in- 
clude airline records and state driving 
records in the database, but the test- 
run version will immediately allow 
airlines — at the touch of a button — to 
check federal records that they previ- 
ously couldn’t get without a pilot’s ap- 
proval. 

“This is a common-sense resource 
that will allow airlines to quickly and 
easily check the qualifications and 
background of pilots before they are 
hired,” said Rep. Chris Collins, a Clar- 
ence Republican who was serving as 


See FAA on Page A9 


ANALYSIS 


Democrats’ move against Franken 
was moral, political calculation 
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Getty Images 
Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., with his 
wife, Franni Bryson, leaves Capitol 
after announcing his resignation. 


Party shows a willingness to 
sacrifice its own in the interest 
of staking out the high ground. 


By KAREN TUMULTY 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - It seems like a 
distant memory now, but Al Frank- 
en’s arrival in the U.S. Senate eight 
years ago marked the very moment 
when Democrats’ control of Wash- 
ington reached its highest point in 
a generation. 

After an eight-month recount, 
the former “Saturday Night Live” 
star had been declared the narrow 


winner of the 2008 election in Min- 
nesota — and Democrats, who also 
held the House and the White House, 
had gained the 60th Senate vote they 
needed to push their agenda through 
without fear of a filibuster. 

Franken’s departure Thursday, 
amid allegations of sexual miscon- 
duct, came at another inflection 
point for Democrats. 

Shut out of power completely, 
they are looking for a way out of the 
wilderness. 

Toward that end, getting rid 
of Franken, who was re-elected 


See Franken on Page A7 


Renewable 
energy is 
targeted in 
quiet ways 
GOP tax bill favors 
Jossil-fuel producers 


By BRAD PLUMER 
AND JIM TANKERSLEY 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The Re- 
publican tax bills moving 
through Congress could signifi- 
cantly hobble the United States’ 
renewable energy industry be- 
cause of a series of provisions 
that scale back incentives for 
wind and solar power while bol- 
stering older energy sources like 
oil and gas production. 

The possibility highlights the 
degree to which the nation’s re- 
cent surge in renewable electric- 
ity generation is still sustained 
by favorable tax treatment, 
which has lowered the cost of so- 
lar and wind production while 
provoking the ire of fossil-fuel 
competitors seeking to weaken 
those tax preferences. 

Whether lawmakers choose 
to protect or jettison various re- 
newable tax breaks in the final 
bill being negotiated on Capitol 
Hill could have major ramifica- 
tions for the U.S. energy land- 
scape, including the prices con- 
sumers pay for electricity. 

Wind and solar are two of 
the fastest-growing sources of 
power in the country, provid- 
ing 7 percent of electricity last 
year. Sharp declines in the cost 
of wind turbines and photovol- 
taic panels, coupled with gener- 
ous tax credits that can offset at 
least 30 percent of project costs, 
have made new wind and solar 
even cheaper than running ex- 
isting fossil-fuel plants in parts 
of the country. 

In different ways, direct and 


See Tax on Page A4 


‘Erosion of ridership’ baffling to NFTA 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Lone passenger approaches escalator in Metro Rail station at Main and Delavan in Buffalo. NFTA seeks to boost lagging traffic and extend its line. 


Despite downtown boom, usage 
drops, reflecting national trend 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


owntown is booming, young professionals are 

embracing urban living and public transit, and 

parking remains scarce at a Buffalo Niagara 

Medical Campus bursting with new employees. 

Yet ridership on Metro Bus and Metro Rail continues 

to slide. Systemwide ridership dropped from 31.6 mil- 

lion annual commuters in 1992 to 26.3 million this year, 
a decline that reflects national trends. 


-42% 


Off the rails 


Metro Rail ridership 
has dropped 42%, from 
8.6 million riders in 1992 
to 4.7 million this year. 


recent declines. 


“We saw a general erosion of ridership due to eco- 
nomic factors and other factors we don’t understand,” 
Thomas R. George, the Niagara Frontier Transportation 
Authority’s director of public transit, said of the most 


While bus usage remains relatively steady, Metro Rail 
ridership has plummeted by 42 percent, from 8.6 million 
riders 25 years ago to 4.7 million this year. This is occur- 
ring as the NFTA applies for state and federal funding to 
extend its current city-only 6.4-mile rail line to Amherst. 

According to statistics compiled by APTA, the Ameri- 
can Public Transit Association: 

e Buffalo’s light-rail ridership declined by 19.3 per- 


See NFTA on Page A9 
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WEATHER 


Lake-effect snow showers. High 
33, low 25. Details on Page B10. 7 
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